
 
 
 

 
 
�  Conferences for continuing education  
�  Monitoring legislation  
�  Developing job description 
�  Growth in membership and influence  
�  Marketing tools 

        IAAMB brochures and Decals 
�  Maintaining the website 
 

Conferences  
I personally invite you to attend our 4th 
Annual IAAMB Educational Conference this 
June in Framingham MA. With the great 
presenters that we are bringing together, 
and the members who are planning to 
attend, it will be the best yet.  
 

Monitoring legislation  
The right and legal capacity to practice 
animal massage and bodywork 
professionally is presently being challenged 
in several states. We applaud our members 
in Colorado and other states for their valiant 
efforts toward the creation of reasonable 
and reasonably friendly legislation. 
 

In Ohio, a similar bill was passed last year 
and signed quietly, without opposition, into 
law. One of our goals is to reverse its 
devastating affect on our ability to practice 
as complementary animal care service 
providers. We also want our clients’ to 
maintain their rights to choose the 
philosophy and methods of care and 
treatment for their animals, as they can for 
themselves. We need to ensure that our 
services are available to them as options.  
 

We have had the good fortune to connect 
with an organization called the Ohio Health 
Freedom Coalition, which is already 
lobbying to protect practitioners’ rights to 
practice and consumers’ right to choose for 
humans. They are willing to include animal 
owners’ rights in their efforts. They are a 
chapter of the American Assn for Health 
Freedom. I encourage you to join them as 
well. Your small membership donation will 
help ensure our futures. Their help is 
crucial for our success. In Ohio, email 
them: info@ohiohealthfreedom.org.   
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President’s Message, April, 2007 
 

It’s interesting to remember that just 
seven years ago in 2000, Massage 
Magazine published the results of a 
survey that showed the opinions about 
the future of massage therapy. It 
indicated that massage therapy for 
animals had only the tiniest piece of 
the pie chart. The responses from 
people who had been quietly and 
productively practicing with animals 
were so resounding that the entire next 
issue was devoted to this segment of 
the industry.  
 

Since then, massage and bodywork for 
animals has become more accepted by 
professionals and consumers alike. 
Animal massage and bodywork is 
being embraced by the media. 
Thousands of articles have been 
published in newspapers and 
magazines. We’ve had abundant radio 
and TV coverage. One of the startup 
businesses on the first season of the 
Apprentice was canine massage. In 
mainstream publication, Cosmopolitan 
(June, 2005) “Pet massage therapist” 
was described as one of the “cool new 
careers.” The AOL top ten lists for 
future careers often includes Animal 
Massage Therapist. Animal massage 
and bodywork are no longer viewed as 
strange fringe occupations with 
dubious benefits. More and more, our 
services are in demand by our pet-
friendly, pet-appreciative, pet-
dependent and pet-adoring culture. 
 

Developing a job description  
This is the next important step for us in 
developing professional credibility. The 
job description will give us the baseline 
for the range and depth of knowledge 
and experience one must have to 1) 
represent themselves as a qualified and 
trained professional and 2) pass a 
competency assurance test for a national 
accreditation. A job description will also 
define the scope of a provider’s practice. 
Providers, consumers and other 
stakeholders will have clearly defined 
expectations regarding our services and 
how issues such as complaints will be 
handled. This will also help us on the 
state level as we will be able to address 
concerns that have been voiced about 
our unregulated practices. 
 
Growth in membership and influence  
We are growing and we are organizing. 
The more we work together rather than in 
small groups or as loners, the better we 
can organize when the need arises.  
 

We have created 2 new promotional 
marketing tools. New IAAMB brochures 
(see p. 8) are available for you to give to 
colleagues. They are available upon 
request. New static cling Decals for the 
insides of your vehicle or office window 
(see p. 8.) will identify you as a member 
of the IAAMB. Let everyone know how 
your heart and passions drive you.  
 

Maintaining the website  
The website is getting more and more 
attention and use by members and 
clients who are researching members. Its 
value as a credible resource is 
demonstrated time and time again. 
 

Thank you for your continued support for 
our efforts and intentions. Thank you for 
the privilege of working with like minded 
and similarly intentioned animal people. 
 

Keep up the good work. Keep up the 
good faith. We know we are making a 
difference. Through massage and 
bodywork, one animal, one pet owner at 
a time we can, and will, change the 
world. 
I’ll see you in Framingham. 
Stay in touch,  
Jonathan Rudinger 
(Proud to claim that I’m your) 
IAAMB President 
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poisonings or the dangers of leaving  
your pet unattended in a car or other 
place where heat can hurt or kill their  
pet, that sort of thing.  Some days I 
volunteer at adoptathons for various 
rescue groups. 
 
What do your customers like best about 
your business?  I think what they like  
best is the fact that I come to them. It’s 
hard for a dog or cat to relax in strange  
surroundings. They don’t understand in  
the same way that we do, that when they 
are taken to an unfamiliar place, it’s for  
their best interest.  I think also they 
appreciate that I take the time to chat  
about whatever might be worrying them 
concerning their pet.  We chat about  
fleas or barking too much, aches and  
pains or house manners, whatever.  I try  
to educate about nutrition and generally 
what they can do for their pet in between 
my visits. 
 
How many employees work at your 
business?  Just one, ME!  ;-) 
 
What is something your business offers  
that people don’t expect?  A whole lot of 
compassion and personal service.  I feel  
that if my client trusts me with her  pet  
that she loves dearly, the least I can do 
apart  from excellence of craft, is a  
genuine caring about her pet.   
Sometimes that is just a sympathy visit  
over the passing of a beloved pet, but in 
every case whatever it may be, I really  
do care and I really do want to help. I  
think people appreciate that and I know  
that in today’s hardened world, its hard 
 to find anyone who cares much about 
anything and sadly, we have become a 
throw-away society and way too often,  
pets fall into that disposable category. 
That’s why I volunteer at the  
adoptathons. I think people are glad to 
know that there are things they can do to 
 help their pets become better  
companions or more comfortable.  It’s as 
much fun for them as it is for me to  
unravel “Why does he DO that ”  
Why did you choose this business?   
Many years ago (more than I care to  
admit) I worked with a wonderful 
veterinarian.  I always thought that I  
would like to work in that field.  Well,  
for the most part I have always worked 
with animals from farm stock to house 
pets, but usually as a volunteer or  
interested friend. Doing this business 
allows me to do what I love doing and 
 help more people and their pets than I  

 

 
Spotlight on…  
Sarah Meyer 
 

Inverness Pioneer 
Business Spotlight 

 
Name:   Sarah E. Meyer, Owner –  
Pet Animal Wellness Services (PAWS) 
 
Business:  Pet Massage Therapy,  
Reiki, Behavior Modification training 
 
How long has the business been in 
operation in the Inverness Area? 
Two years this past November 
What’s a typical day like at your  
business? Well, since I operate in the  
homes of my clients, it’s up early, see 
to my own two dogs – they want 
their rubs, too – and then depending 
on the needs of the clients, I make 
my rounds.  The first thing I do is catch 
up any medical history that may be  
ongoing to be sure not to conflict with  
anything the client’s veterinarian might 
be doing.  After that, I listen to  
whatever troubles the client may be 
having with her pet. One client may 
have a puppy they just can’t  
housebreak or maybe the client is  
older and can’t have a rambunctious  
dog dashing about her feet because of 
the danger of falling. I teach the client  
how to be in charge and the pet to 
recognize that he or she must comply. 
One of my clients is diabetic and her  
dog was constantly pawing at her legs. 
I showed her how she could take 
control of her dog and how to  
encourage her dog to show affection in 
other ways. Some of my clients had 
forgotten that their pets need to have a 
reason for being and need a job to do 
to make them feel useful. Yes, dogs  
especially live to please and if they  
don’t feel that they have value, they 
 just withdraw. It’s sad to see, but it’s 
usually easy to overcome. Some of my  
clients have older, arthritic dogs in a lot 
of discomfort. Massage and Reiki are  
wonderful ways to reduce and manage 
the painful symptoms and make life a  
little easier and more comfortable for 
them. Some days I give seminars on the 
benefits of touch therapies, some days I 
am lost in my studies trying to find a way to 
help in a new situation. Other days I 
spend working up a newsletter to send  
to all my regulars with training tips or 
recipes for homemade goodies for their 
pets or warning about houseplant 

You can be featured in our next 
Newsletter!  

We’d be delighted to support your 
growth and development in 

Spotlight on…  
Please send us your information  
for our next issue by June  20th 

ever could before.  And anyway, who  
wouldn’t love being kissed by puppies 
all day? 
 
Where do you see your business going 
in the next five years?  Well, as I am  
sure everybody knows, the pet industry  
in the US is huge. PetsMart is an  
excellent example of that. I don’t ever  
expect my business to be as huge as 
that. I prefer it to be small and personal.  
I hope to increase staff and perhaps 
open a boutique for pets in the future,  
but for the now, I see my client base  
growing and my business thriving. 
 
What is your business address, phone 
number and e-mail?  My business   
address is: your house since  I make  
house calls!  My phone number is 
(352) 344-1018 and my email address is:   
paws4arub@tampabay.rr.com 
 
 
This article was reprinted with  
permission   from the editor of  
The Pioneer, which is part of the  
Citrus County Chronicle. 
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Judy Abernathy 
Harrisonville, MO 
abhorses@casstel.com  
 
Kate Armstrong 
San Leandro, CA 
katharinemarmstrong@yahoo.com 
 
Patricia A. Bianca 
Taneytown , MD 
patty@pbianca.com  
 
Beverly Brady 
Milan, IN 
amassi@seidata.com 
 
Patricia Caron 
Naples, FL 
No email 
 
Lee Chockley 
Brighton, CO 
lchockley@msn.com 
 
Carolyn Christenson 
Boonton, NJ 
carolynandsam@verizon.net  
 
Amelia Coffey 
Portland, OR 
acoffey0101@yahoo.com 
 
Ross Cope 
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 
support@thedogmassager.com 
 www.thedogmassager.com 
 
Susan Costello 
Preston, CT  
skcme@aol.com 
 
Kathy Coyle 
Patterson, NC 
equicare@earthlink.net 
 
Wendy Crannage 
LaHabre, CA 
love.4.real@hotmail.com 
 

Nancy Creighton 
Appleton, WI 
nancy@creighton.com   
www.massageforpeopleandpets.com 
 
Martha (Marty) Culbertson  
Chagrin Falls, OH 
mculbert@fedchurch.org 
 
Nicholette C. Eaton 
Laurel, MD 
haynow101@hotmail.com 
 
Gina Epifano 
Raleigh, NC 
ginamarie2@msn.com 
 
Monica Evans 
Homewood, CA 
thecreatureszen@yahoo.com 
 
Andrea Ferguson Jones 
Markham, Ontario, Canada 
serenityk9@rogers.com 
www.serenityk9.com 
 
Linda Gould 
Helchteren, Belgium 
linda@woofsandhoofs.com 
www.woofsandhoofs.be 
 
Annette Hamilton 
Howell, MI 
hamiltonl9@aol.com 
 
Martha Jakymiw 
Manchester, CT 
martajak@cox.net 
 
Brandon Kamp 
Royal Palm Beach, FL 
brkamp@touchdynamicsequine.com 
 
Mary Lee Kay 
Durand, MI 
frednmarylee@aol.com 
 
 

Beth Kidd 
Jeannette, PA 
dogsbydesign@yahoo.com 
 
Koglin (KC)  Krause 
Chicago, IL 
koglinck@yahoo.com 
www.urbantailz.com 
 
Nadine Krieg 
Brandon, FL 
nadine@massage4paws.com 
www.massage4paws.com 
 
Nina Lacey 
Woodchurch, Kent,  UK 
nina@woodchurch.demon.co-uk   
www.caninehealthcare.co-uk  
 
Angela LaFave 
Loxahatchee, FL 
petter01@aol.com 
 
Jamie Lamontagne 
Sanford, FL 
pawsage@yahoo.com 
 
Carol Larson 
Wenatchee, WA 
jclarson@genext.net 
 
Heather Leonard 
Green Bay, WI 
equineadvantage@hotmail.com 
 
Irina Mackay 
Detroit, MI 
iradetroit@yahoo.com 
 
Sinead  Magee 
Las Vegas, NV 
swansmagee9@hotmail.com 
 
Daynna Major 
Port Moody, BC 
ribbonshounds@shaw.ca 
www.members.shaw.ca/ribbonshounds 
 
Continued on page 4 

Are you marking your territory 
to create a Bolder Vision 

for your Future? 
 

 IAAMB “BOULDER S” ARE  STILL 
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE. 

Order an imprinted river rock nestled in a 
little black velvet bag “Marking My 
Territory” with the IAAMB logo. $5 + S/H 
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Molly Nunn 
Milliani, HI 
mollienunn@gmail.com 
 
Jim Pascucci 
Longmont, CO 
jim@equinesi.com 
www.equinesi.com, 
www.jimtherolfer.com 
 
Susan Peterson 
Edgerton, WI 
No-email 
 
Carl Rebuck 
Allentown, PA 
pawsitivelyperfect@hotmail.com 
 
Donna Robbins 
Englewood, FL 
dgrobbins@ewol.com 
 

 
Lorraine May 
Lakewood, CO 
info@mishamayfoundation.org 
 
Elizabeth C. McNeilly 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 
equine_element@msn.com 
 
Kim Minda 
Nashville, TN 
lovemytoo@yahoo.com 
 
Marion Moeller 
Mt. Juliet, TN 
bnahuskies@bellsouth.net 
 
Judy Muir 
Portland, OR 
judym730@yahoo.com 
 

Terry Senko 
Corona Del Mar, CA 
terry@pawsitivefeelings.com 
 
Deana Shields 
Weatherford, OK 
deanashields@hotmail.com 
 
Rubi Sullivan 
Portland, OR 
rubi@healnw.com 
 
Cheryl Tarateta, DC 
Johnston, RI 
catarateta@yahoo.com 
 
Melissa Walley 
Edgartown, MA 
dearwal@earthlink.net 
 
Patricia Whalen-Shaw 
Circleville, OH 
wshaw1@bright.net 
www.integratedtouch.com 
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 Attend the 4th Annual IAAMB Educational Conference  
 

June 15th and 16th, 2007 
Friday and Saturday,  

     

 Framingham Sheraton Hotel  
 1657 Worcester Road 

       Framingham, MA  01701  
(Approx. 20 minutes from Logan (Boston) Airport) 
 

Two days of networking… 
Two days to expand your skills & awareness… 

Two days that may change your life!  
    Two Days of Conferencing for Today’s Animal Mas sage and Bodyworkers  
 

      Featured Speakers : 
 

 
Maryjean Ballner  Topic: Writing and Getting Your 
Article Published 
Author of Cat Massage, 
Dog Massage, articles in 
Dog Fancy, Whole Cat 
Journal, Winner of Cat 
 Writer’s Association  
1999 Muse Medallion for  
Video Excellence   

 
Jean Pierre Hourdebaight, RMT, LMT   
 Topic: Equine and Canine: 
 Gait and Compensation  
 Founder of Massage Awareness, Inc., 
 Author: Equine Massage: 
 A Practical Guide, 
 Canine Massage: A Practical Guide, & 
 Canine Massage: A Complete Reference  

 
Don Doran, LMT  Topic: Equine Sports 
Massage: Evaluation of the Equine Back and 

Correcting Problems in  
Saddle Fitting 
3rd Generation Horseman, Founder of 
Equine Sports Massage, Equi-pressure-
Acupressure Course, Animal Dynamics 
Co., “The root cause of many problems 
is incorrect saddle  fit.” 

 
Carol Komitor, CMT, CHTP/I, CHBMT, ESMT  

Topic: Healing Touch for 
Animals  
Founder of Healing Touch for Animals®  
Komitor Healing Method, Inc. combines 
knowledge of animals, with energy-
based healing. 

 
All four sessions will be ½ day mini-workshops. Learn skills to continue to develop your successful practice. 

 

Now is the time to register, reserve ad space* and sponsorship*  
for this great conference!  

   
Group rate discounts at the Sheraton Framingham Register by May 15th to secure your rate @ $105 + taxes. 

 Call direct: 508.879.7200 
      

  IAAMB          Phone Toll-free in the US: 800.903.9350  
  3347 McGregor Lane    Outside the US, phone 419.464.8922             
  Toledo, OH  43623             E-mail: info@iaamb.org  Website: www.iaamb.org 
 

                             * advertisement and sponsorship deadlines: May 15th, 2007 
      
      3347 McGregor Lane            Toledo, OH 43623 USA      www.iaamb.org            1-800-903-9350        419-464-8922 
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CASE STUDY: 
Mr. Pinscher 
By Lina Rolland, RN 
IAAMB Member 
 
Meet Mr. Pinscher, my 5 1/2 year old 
male Doberman. At age 14 months 
old I noticed he was bleeding from 
his nose, so badly that I took him to 
the ER vet. By the time we arrived 
there he was also bleeding from his 
penis. The Dr. ran a blood test and 
his platelet count was 6,000. Normal 
is 80,000 to 125, 000. No history of 
ingesting any poison. He was 
transfused with fresh frozen plasma 
and started on high dose of Solu-
Medrol IV and Vitamin K 
immediately. I picked him up the 
next day as his blood had started to 
clot, but he was so stressed from 
being away from home that the staff 
felt he would be better off at home. 
Extreme stress can cause the 
bleeding to increase.  
 
My being a nurse gave me an added 
advantage of what to watch for. The 
ER staff also notified my vet of his 
condition. Early Monday morning I 
took him in to see my vet. Another 
blood test was done and his platelet 
count was still dangerously low. He 
was started on high dose of oral 
Prednisone along with the Vitamin K. 
By Tuesday I was on my way to 
Purdue University in Lafayette, 
Indiana with him to the 
Oncology/Hematology specialists. 
He was there for 4 days in intensive 
care. All of the tests, including a 
bone marrow biopsy were negative 
for a clinical reason for the bleeding. 
Their conclusion was that he had 
ITP, which is a blood disorder of 
unknown origin, but they felt strongly 
that it was due to his puppy shots.  
 
This is now becoming more common 
in dogs they said and studies have 
shown that it is. When my husband 
and I drove down to see him that 
Friday, he was ready to be sent 
home. 

The recommendation from Purdue was to 
have him tiered every year and to get the 
Rabies shot every 3 years and 1-2 weeks 
apart instead of full strength. My husband 
and I brought him home on a regimen of 
Prednisone and Pepcid and to be seen by 
my vet weekly for blood tests. The staff at 
Purdue also gave me the long term side 
affects of Prednisone in animals. He lost all 
his hair and virtually all his muscle tone, not 
too mention the personality change.  
 
I had to keep him stress free. That was a 
challenge, a natural born people protector 
and guard dog, but we made it. He was 
weaned off everything in about 2 months 
and his blood work was stable. My vet and I 
discussed the side effects and it was then I 
decided I was not going to put another pill 
down his throat. He suffered with multiple 
ear and skin infections because of his 
compromised immune system. This all 
happened in Nov. 2002. In Feb. 2003  
 
I met Jonathan Rudinger at the 
International Dog Show in Chicago and 
was introduced to pet massage therapy. I 
took the home course and then went to 
Ohio for the Foundation workshop with Mr. 
Pinscher. He was taking meds at that time 
for an ear infection. After 2 days of 
massages, his eyes cleared up, his ears 
were clean and his coat was beautiful black 
shiny velvet and he was a very happy dog. 
My vet was very pleased with the outcome 
and now a believer in the "alternative" 
methods available.  
 
Since then I am now a Reiki Master, sacred 
energy healing and Mr. Pinscher has 
reaped all the benefits. The benefits of 
massage therapy are too many to list. It 
also opens up the doors to many other 
methods of keeping our pets healthy and 
living longer than just a pill or shot. He has 
never had a reoccurrence of ITP. He still 
has allergies, but that is seasonal and with 
the use of massage, acupressure and 
energy healing they don't last long and he 
is never uncomfortable. 
 
Thank you Jonathan for a new path and 
profession. Mr. Pinscher thanks you with a 
big wet kiss. 
 
Lina M. Rolland R.N. 
Reiki Master 
Sacred Healing Energy, Chicago, IL 
Chicago, IL. 
 

Remember-ship  
To you who have renewed 

your membership: 
Thank you for your continued 

interest and support.  
With your help,  

 we will see the IAAMB 
membership and mission 

develop and grow. 

INSURANCE 
This is Professional Liability 
(malpractice) coverage and 

general liability for one low price. 
This is the same coverage that 
massage therapists for humans 

carry. It covers work with small and 
large animals, including horses,  

in your office and on-site.  
The Hands-on Trades plan offers 
$2 million limit of liability for only 

$160.00/year. 

 
This is available as an addition to 

your IAAMB  membership. 
 

This insurance is available for 
 U.S. residents only. 

To the Canadians currently with 
insurance in force, you’ll have 

coverage until your next renewal 
date. We’ll keep you informed of 

the status of insurance for 
Canadians. 
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RMSAAM is licensed by the Colorado Department of Higher Education, 

Division of Private Occupational Schools. 
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Market your business! 
 

ADVERTISE IN THE 
IAAMB NEWSLETTER 

Rates/ sizes per issue:  

 

·  $10 for business card ad 
·  $25 for ¼ page  
·  $50 for ½ page 
·  $75 for a FULL PAGE!  
 
Let your fellow members 
and everyone else  
know who you are and what 
you do! 

 

Member Incentives, Discounts & Benefits  
 
Apsen Equine Studies, Inc. is offering a 5% discount for 
IAAMB members when they sign up for Equine programs, 
per Kathy Duncan www.equinemassageschool.com 
 
 Dogma, Inc. Offers 20% off for the following products: 
CANINE ACUPRESSURE BOOK.  A reference for 
professionals, a learning guide for enthusiasts and a 
workbook for students, $54.95 list price + $8.00 S/H & 
insurance. CANINE ACUPRESSURE MASSAGE 
INSTRUCTINOAL VIDEO. Focuses on basic canine 
massage techniques and benefits. 33 minutes DVD or 
VHS. $24.99 (list price) + $5 S/H   www.denverdogma.com 
 
Marleigh Freyenhagen offers her Equine Sports Massage 
Stress Points Poster, 1994, to members for $9 (reg. $9.95) 
+ S/H and Horsepower Video, an academic look at 
superficial equine muscular anatomy and function designed 
specifically for students of equine massage, for $19.95 
(reg. $24.95) 
Equihealer@intergate.com and/or www.equhealer.com 
 
PetMassage, Ltd.  offers 5% member discount for all 
workshops. www.petmassage.com 
 
RMSAAM (Rocky Mountain School of Acupressure and 
Animal Massage) offers a 10% discount for all members. 
 
Tallgrass Animal Acupressure Institute offers $25 off for 
both their hands-on and online courses for 2007. 
 
Enterprise Rent-a-Car: 10% off. Please book online 
(www.enterprise.com) to receive the discount and use 
IAAMB’s Corporate Number is 20D3740. 
 
 

 

IAAMB REDESIGNS WEBSITE:  
 
We have revised our website. Note the ease of 
navigating as you glide through the site. Special note:  
we now have a link for the IAAMB Chat Room listed 
under “Member Benefits.” 
 
Members in the News   
Please send your newspaper and magazine interview 
(along with contact information for the publication) “Once 
we receive permission to re-print the article from the 
editor or writer, we can post them on the website. The 
media support only you receive also supports your 
colleagues. 
 
While you are visiting the website, please check for any 
corrections or additions to your member listing. If you 
have any changes or additions please e-mail them to us 
at: info@iaamb.org  
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“It’s an eye-opener realizing all the 

details of starting my own business,” she 
said since she also works other part-time 
jobs as a waitress and veterinarian 
technician to pay the rent while the 
business is starting up.   

Katy moved from Colorado three years 
ago to be a dolphin trainer after working 
at an aquarium in Denver. “I knew I 
wanted to work with animals, I just didn’t 
know where to do it,” she said. 

She started out at Dolphin Connection 
at Hawk’s Cay, but left in November to 
pursue a career rubbing animals. 

“I always have in the back of my mind, 
‘What’s next?’” she said. Katy wanted to 
start a business she could do anywhere. 

She plans on staying in the Keys for a 
while and has been spending most of her 
free time contacting dog groomers, dog 
and horse trainers, and shelters.   

“There is a barn in Islamorada and I 
massage several of the horses there,” 
she said.  “The horse’s facial expressions 
are so funny; you can really tell they are 
enjoying it.” 

Happy Hooves and Paws can be 
reached via their website: 
www.happyhoovesandpaws.com, or by 
dialing (305) 849-2278. 

 
This article was reprinted with the 
permission of Jason and Kate Koler, 
editors of The Islamorada Weekly.   
The Weekly Newspapers 
(305) 743-0844: office 
(305) 743-0866: fax 
(305) 481-1463: cell 
www.keysweekly.com 

Young & In Charge: Monroe County’s 
new wave of entrepreneurs  

 

By Kristen Grimes  
 

Two bedrooms, two baths – $2000 a 
month. For a landlocked trailer the rent 
seems pretty reasonable.  Some would 
even say it’s a steal down here in the 
fabulous Florida Keys. 

The demographics of Monroe County is 
definitely changing, making paradise 
tougher for the “Mtv Generation” who are 
vying for a piece of the big pie before 
Social Security is eaten up by the time 
they reach their 60s, but along U.S. 1, a 
new gang of young entrepreneurs are 
making their mark in America’s 
southernmost county. 

The land of $42 filets and $9 
cheeseburgers is a tough place for 
paying off student loans and starting a 
livelihood, but these successful young 
locals are working hard and defying the 
odds in a region reserved for those who 
have already made their fortune. 

Katy 
During a hurricane evacuation, Katy 

Clodius joined a friend in Gainesville, Fla. 
whose hobbled dog was leaving black 
streaks down a stairwell due to pain 
associated with hip surgery. 

Katy thought, “Hmmm, is there such 
thing as massage therapy for animals?” 
  Now, 31-year-old Katy owns Happy 
Hooves and Paws, a pet massage 
company that works with dogs and 
horses. She opened the business after 
getting certified at a program offered in 
Colorado in July 2006.    

PROUDLY DISPLAY YOUR IAAMB DECAL  
in your vehicle, business and home! 
Now available at IAAMB for $3.95 

  
Membership Application  

 
 

      

                       
 
 

Join colleagues in the 
professional association for 

complementary animal 
healthcare  

New Marketing Tools 
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Want to attend the conference 
         and save on hotel expenses?  

Contact the IAAMB.  We’re collecting 
names of people who would like to find a 
roommate that would share the cost of a 

room during the conference. 

TRANSPORTATION 
FROM AIRPORT TO HOTEL 

 We have an agreement with Knights Airport Service. For $30 
per person/one way, they will take you to the Sheraton in 
Framingham. Tell them you’re with the IAAMB to receive the 
discount. You can call before your flight or after you arrive to 
schedule a pick-up. They run approximately every ½ hour.  
1-800-822-5456 http://www.knightsairportlimo.com/ 
 

The Sheraton does not have a hotel shuttle that runs to the 
airport. They do offer a shuttle that goes around the local area 
within 5 miles of the hotel. People can take a bus called the 
Logan Express to the Framingham Stop. The cost is $11 per 
person each way. It will drop them about 5 miles from the hotel. 
People can either take a cab from there which would be no 
more then $10 or they can call the hotel and see if our hotel 
shuttle is available to pick them up. 
http://www.massport.com/logan/getti_typeo_logan.html 
 

R  E  M  I  N  D  E  R    M A Y 15th 
Register by May 15 to receive your room rate discount at the 

Sheraton Framingham by calling them at 508-879-2700 
May 15 th is also the last day to place your ad in the 

conference program 

����������� �� ��	
���
����� �

���	�����
����������


�
����	
��������������

     
     FOR THE CONFERENCE 
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PetMassage for Kids: A Kid’s Guide to Massaging Dog s 
DVD, Audio CD and Kids Zone page on PetMassage.com These lessons promote wellness, safety, 
enhanced interspecies understanding and cooperation. The next generation and their parents will 
learn that massage can be a powerful and beneficial skill for them and their dogs. They are our 
clients and our future colleagues! This video, for the first time, introduces children to the skills of 
canine massage in a genuine, honest, loving, and respectful lesson. Kids learn the difference 
between massage and petting, the importance of asking permission before touching, and how   
they can use all 5 of their senses in a dog’s massage in a fun lively round-table conclusion.  
Dog puppets review the many benefits they get from massage. 60 minutes plus BONUS MENU 
FEATURES: Study guide /Resources / History of Animal Massage / CD Sampler / and more 
 Ages 4-and up                  
This DVD is endorsed by the YMCA and the Girl Scouts of America. 
$17.95 + $5.00 s/h  See what else is new at www.petmassage.com 
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Kathy Duncan is approved by the National Certification Board for Therapeutic 
Massage and Bodywork (NCBTMB) as a continuing education Approved Provider.  

# 387543-00 
Thank you, Lisa Speaker for assuming the role of herd boss and pack leader of the 

Colorado Alliance for Animal Owners Rights. Your dedication is unbelievable! Thank 
you on behalf of the Animals and their Owners. 

MEMBER DRIVE 
 

Encourage your friends and colleagues to enroll in the IAAMB.  
Each membership you bring in will reduce your next year’s 

membership dues by 10%. Be sure to tell your friends and colleagues 
when they join, to let us know they were referred by you. To request  

brochure and membership application e-mail info@iaamb.org 
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LEGISLATIVE 
ISSUES 

 
From Minnesota:  Please Support 
House File 1633 & Senate File 
1289 
 
 I hope you will support this 
amendment to current veterinary 
practices. It defines massage, 
chiropractic, farriers and dentistry as 
animal husbandry - setting them apart 
from veterinary medicine. If you 
support this amendment, please write 
to your legislators and let them know. 
You can find out who your legislators 
are here: 
http://geo.commissions.leg.state.m
n.us/districts/start.html   
 
Follow the links to get their contact 
information. It’s as easy as writing an 
email.  
It only takes a few letters to influence a 
legislator - they work for YOU! 
If you would like to get more involved, 
please contact Lee McGrath at:   
Lee U. McGrath, Executive Director   
Institute for Justice MN Chapter  
1600 Rand Tower, 
527 Marquette Avenue  
Minneapolis MN 55402-1330 (612) 
435-3451 - ext 205.  
Fax: (612) 435-5875 lmcgrath@ij.org 

From Texas: Equine Dentists  
 
It seems the Texas Vet Med are going 
after the equine dentists. I 
got a call from Doug Smith Monday 
afternoon. They will need all your support 
in going after this. Cease and Desist 
orders have been going out. Doug has 
sent me the copies  
of such. Apparently they went through 
the list of non vet practitioners on the 
International Association of Equine 
Dentistry website and mailed out to those 
listed. Now… people… this group is one 
of the most highly trained certifications 
there are.  
 
Doug Smith smith-mar@att.net 
who is the current president of the 
IAEQD. www.iaeqd.org please contact 
your Texas associates and have them 
contact him. They need to know what is 
happening in TX.  It is imperative 
qualified people can continue to perform 
equine dentistry for the health of the 
horse in TX. Some Internet searches on 
vet shortages: 
http://beefag.com/Vet_Shortage/index.html 
http://www.thepigsite.com/swinenews/13353/v
eterinarian-shortage-felt-across-iowa, 
http://www.record-
eagle.com/2005/feb/20vets.htm, 
http://www.okhouse.gov/OkhouseMedia/pressr
oom.aspx?NewsID=887 
http://www.mtinbusiness.com/inbiz-
0511/bus03.php 
 
 
 
 

Let the w orld know that you are a member.  
Include the logo on your letterhead, 

business cards, brochures, and website… 

and now with the new decal  on your 
vehicle window. 

 

 
 

Established 1991 
 

Animal Massage Programs and Private Sessions 
Herbal Workshops and Pet First Aid Training. 

 
1-866-919-TREE (8733) ~ www.treetopsweb.com 

 

 
Member Knowledge 

 & Experience  
Association Resources  
 
What laws are on the books in your state 
which affect your being able to practice 
your craft?  
 
We like to offer the service of posting all 
the states’ Veterinary scopes of practice or 
other applicable legislation. These laws 
and legislations can change daily.  
 
 
Please take a few of minutes to help us 
collect this data. Email, or mail us the 
information as it relates to your practice in 
your state. E-mail to: info@iaamb.org 

 

          RESEARCH STUDIES 
Our new Research Committee, headed by Kathy Shipley, is ready 
and willing to support you in developing your studies. Send your 

studies and suggestions to info@iaamb.org. 

GET INVOLVED ! 
If your state does not have an animal owners’ rights group there are a lot of 
experienced, excited, and available people around to offer you guidelines 

on how to start one. 
Contact any of the following animal owner’s rights organizations: 

Arizona www.azaaor.org, Colorado www.caaor.org, Florida www.faaor.org , 
Illinois www.iaaor.org, Minnesota contact: Kelly Murphy kemurphy00@yahoo.com 
New Jersey www.saddlebrookridge.com/LEGAL.htm, New York www.nyaaor.org,  
Oklahoma contact:  Cindy Kraft okaaor@aol.com ,  
Pennsylvania (now forming)  http://home.comcast.net/%7Ewarhorse1/PAAOR.html 
Wisconsin contact Polly Remick wiaaor@earthlink.net 
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 N O T I C E :  
Effective March 1st  
 
Hands-On Trades Assoc., annual 
premium for the liability insurance 
has increased from $142 to $160. 
 
When you renew or purchase 
insurance, please be sure that we 
have your correct/up-dated e-mail 
address. The IAAMB processes 
your insurance on the Hands-On 
Trades’ website. The proof of 
insurance will be sent elctronically  
to your e-mail address from the 
Hand’s-On Trade Association. 
 
If you pay by credit card you will 
have two transactions. One from 
the IAAMB for $90.00 and the 
other from Hands-On Trades for 
$160, unless you have additional 
insureds, which are $10.00 each. 
 
If you have quesitons regarding your 
IAAMB membership or processing 
please e-mail info@iaamb.org 
or call: 800-903-9350 
.   

        CAAMB 
The Colorado Association of Animal 
Massage & Bodywork has a website: 
http://www.optimumchoices.com/caamb.
htm 
For information you may contact the 
following: 
Margaret Auld-Louie: 303-271-1649 
E-mail Margaret@optimumchoices.com  
Lisa Speaker at 303-669-4227 or 
lisa@denverdogma.com 

LEGISLATIVE  ISSUES 
CONTINUED from page11  
 
From Colorado : HB07-1296  
DEFEATED IN SENATE 
 
As you all probably know by now we 
lost by one vote in the Senate Ag 
Committee last Thursday at about 
7pm. It was quite "hairy" towards the 
end and very obvious that Senator 
Isgar (Chairman) had it in for us from 
the start. He allowed the opposition to 
speak again after our testimony which 
is out of the ordinary. Regardless, I 
received a lot of kind words and 
support from Senators Schwartz and 
Taylor after the hearing. Senator 
Schwartz told me she would like to 
help write the bill for next year. I also 
spoke to Representative McKinley who 
wants to be our House sponsor again 
next year. I really saw this as not a 
"defeat" but as a very successful first 
step towards our goal. We learned a lot 
about the process and have that 
knowledge to move forward with. 
Thank you to those of you who testified 
and came out to support us. I was 
proud to be on our side. We handled 
ourselves with dignity and respect 
even when the opposition was not 
respectful of us. I am proud to be 
associated with this group. Thank you 
also to those of you who couldn’t come 
down to the capital but made your 
phone calls and sent your emails of 
support. This definitely had an impact. 
The message I came away with was 
that they understand the concept and 
feel supportive of bodywork without 
veterinary supervision. Their concern 
was that the bill was too broad. 
Admittedly, it was very broad and I 
intentionally wrote it that way because I 
believe in "Freedom of Choice" not 
"freedom for this modality but not that 
one".  
 
What I have learned is that maybe we 
need to take baby steps towards the 
ultimate goal by doing one r two things 
at a time instead of trying to tackle the 
whole world at once. I know a few of 
you spoke to the "opposition" after the 
hearing and I would really like to know 
in detail what they said. This 
information is important for us moving 
forward.   
 

Since the hearing I have heard from 
several organizations that are 
supportive of this legislation. I think it’s 
important this time around to include 
these organizations in the process so 
that we retain their support. If you have 
personally spoken to an organization 
that is supportive of this measure 
please let me know so that we may 
include them in our process.  
 
There was a great follow-up article in 
the Montrose Daily Press on Monday 
that you should all Google and read. It 
quoted a vet whom I am not familiar 
with who is supportive so I am trying to 
find her. The Aspen Daily News will be 
running a follow-up tomorrow or the 
next day. 
 
On a final note, we still need to raise 
money so we have started a 
"Membership" for CAAOR. Annual 
membership is $75.00. For this you 
get legislative updates, a CAAOR T-
shirt, a blue Freedom of Choice 
wristband, membership in the 
Yahoo Chat Group and the peace of 
mind that your money is going 
toward our lobbying efforts for next 
year. CAAOR is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit entity. You can join at 
www.caaor.org .  
 
We will no longer be sending 
out emails so if you would like to 
stay abreast of our activities please 
consider becoming a member. Your 
support is critical to our success.   
 
Thank you for your continued support 
and enthusiasm for "freedom of 
Choice" legislation for animals.  As 
always, we welcome your comments, 
suggestions and your involvement in 
this process. 
  
Warm regards to you, your families 
and your animals, 
Lisa Speaker 
 

 

MEMBERS CHAT ROOM 
 Please go to the following link: 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/ 

group/IAAMB/ 
  Join the group and   

bark, purr and whinny! 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 2nd QUARTER 2007 

 

    Dates                     School                                 Course                                    Location                                  Link   
                                                        

  
              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           * = member discounts apply       For additional class offerings, please contact schools 
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APRIL     
16-17 *RMSAAM (Rocky 

Mountain School of 
Animal Acupressure & 
Massage) 

Reiki levels 1 and 2 and animal 
practitioner certification 

Englewood, CO www.rmsaam.com 

20-21 
 
 
20-21 
 
21-22 

CNHA )Center for 
Natural Healing for  
Animals) 
HTA (Healing Touch 
for Animals) 
*TALLGRASS Animal 
Acupressure Inst. 

Natural Touch Energy Balancing 
 
 
Level 4 
 
Intro to Canine Acupressure & 
Traditional Chinese Medicine 

Milan, IN 
 
 
Denver, CO 
 
Aylesbury, Buck, 
UK  

http://hstrial-bbradt.homestead.com  
 
 
www.healingtouchforanimals.com 
 
www.animalacupressure.com 
 

23-27 * RSMAAM Equine Sports Massage 
Certification 

Brighton, CO www.rmsaam.com 

25-28 * RSMAAM Canine Massage Certification  Englewood, CO  
27-29 
27-29 
27-29 
29 

HTA 
HTA 
HTA 
* RMSAAM 

Level 1 
Level 1 
Level 2 
Essential Oils and Aromatherapy  

Kansas City  
Calgary, Alberta 
Cleveland, OH 
Englewood, CO 

www.healingtouchforanimals.com 
 
 
www.rmsaam.com 

MAY  
4-6 
4-6 
4-6 

 
HTA 
HTA 
HTA 

 
Level 1 
Level 1 
Level 2 

 
Boston, MA 
Charlotte, NC  
Denton, TX 

 
www.healingtouchforanimals.com 
 

5-6 * Tallgrass Small Animal Acupressure & T C M Kingston, IL www.animalacupressure.com 
5-6 CNHA Animal Communication  Milan, IN http://hstrial-bbradt.homestead.com 
6-12 *PetMassage Ltd 7 Day Foundation Workshop 

Canine 
Toledo, OH www.petmassaage.com 

11-17 
12-13 

*RMSAAM 
 CNHA 

Equine & Canine Massage Cert 
Animal Communication 

Brighton, CO 
Milan, IN 

www.rmsaam.com 
http://hstrial-bbradt.homestead.com 

16-19 *RMSAAM Canine  Massage Certification Englewood, CO www.rmsaam.com 
18 *RMSAAM Animal Communication Englewood, CO  
18-24 
18-20 
18-20 
19-20 

*RMSAAM 
HTA 
HTA 
*RMSAAM 

Acupressure Cert Level 1 Level 1 
Level 1 
Reiki Levels 1 & 2 Animal Cert 

Brighton, CO  
Baltimore, MD 
Chicago, IL 
Englewood, CO 

 
www.healingtouchforanimals.com  
 
www.rmsaam.com 

19-20 *Tallgrass Canine Study Group (19)Equine 
Study Group (20) 

Aylesbury, Buck, 
UK  

www.animalacupressure.com 
 

19-20 *Tallgrass Intro Acupressure & T C M Larkspur, CO  
19-20 CNHA Equine Massage Therapy Denver, CO http://hstrial-bbradt.homestead.com 
20 
21-24 
24-28  

*RMSAAM 
*Tallgrass 
HTA 

Essential Oils & Aromatherapy 
Meridians & Spec Conditions I & II  
Level 1(24, 25 & 27) Level 2(26,28) 

Englewood, CO  
Larkspur, CO 
Amhem,Netherlands 

 www.rmsaam.com 
www.animalacupressure.com 
www.healingtouchforanimals.com 

JUNE 
1-3 
1-3 
2-3 
3-9 
4-7 

 
HTA 
HTA 
*Tallgrass 
*PetMassage Ltd. 
*Tallgrass 

 
Level 1 
Level 3 
Intro Acupressure & T C M 
7 Day Foundation Workshop 
Canine Meridians/Spec Conditions 

 
Eau Claire, WI 
N. Canton, OH  
Worcester, MA 
Toledo, OH 
Worcester, MA 

 
www.healingtouchforanimals.com 
 
www.animalacupressure.com 
www.petmassaage.com 
www.animalacupressure.com 

7-13 *RMSAAM Equine & Canine Massage Cert. Brighton, CO www.rmsaam.com 
8-10 HTA Level 1 Salt Lake City, UT www.healingtouchforanimals.com 
8-10 HTA Level 1 Tacoma, WA  
8-10 HTA Level 2 Atlanta, GA  
9-10 *Tallgrass Intro Acupressure/ TCM St. Paul,  MN www.animalacupressure.com 
13-16 *RMSAAM Canine Massage Certification Englewood, CO www.rmsaam.com 
17 
21-22 

*RMSAAM 
*Tallgrass 

Essential Oils & Aromatherapy 
Anatomy Acupoint Energetics 

Englewood, CO 
Larkspur, CO 

 
www.animalacupressure.com 

22-28 
22-24 
22-24 

*RMSAAM 
HTA 
HTA 

Acupressure Certification-Level 2 
Level 2 
Level 2 

Brighton, CO 
Cincinnati, OH 
Denver, CO 

www.rmsaam.com 
www.healingtouchforanimals.com 

22-23 CNHA Natural Touch Energy Class Milan, IN http://hstrial-bbradt.homestead.com 
23-24 *Tallgrass Intro to Equine Acupressure /TCM Larkspu r, CO www.animalacupressure.com 
23-24 *Tallgrass Indicators & Assessments (Adv) Larkspur, CO  
25-29 *RMSAAM Equine SportsMassageCertification Golden, CO www.rmsaam.com 
25 *Tallgrass Study/Review Business Meeting Larkspur, CO www.animalacupressure.com 
26 *Tallgrass Practicum/ Hands-on and written Larkspur, CO  
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Name 

Business Name 

Website  

Email 

Phone #                                            Cell #                                        Fax# 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

Is this your first IAAMB conference? 

Name of 2nd person at booth 

Need electricity?  (Circle)                    YES                   NO 

Special requirements. 

 

Conference Bag Insert Description 

Silent Auction Item(s) and value(s) 

 
Box lunch each day, $12.50 ( Price incl. tax) Includes bag of chips and soda or bottled water 
Friday      (Circle)       Vegetarian Rollup         Turkey Croissant            Roast Reef on Bulkie Roll 
Saturday (Circle)       Vegetarian Rollup         Turkey Croissant            Roast Reef on Bulkie Roll 

 

 
Method of payment: (Circle) Check Enclosed $ 
 
Credit Card:  Visa/MasterCard or Discover      $ 

 
Credit card #  

 
Expires _____/_____ 3 Digit Security Code ____ 

Member Vendor Fee $175 

Non Member Vendor  Fee  $225 

Additional Table Fee  

Box Lunch            Friday  

Box Lunch       Saturday  

                   Total  

Thank You for Being a Vendor! 
 We invite you to present your products and services to 
our conference attendees. Your booth will be accessible 
to attendees before, after and during breaks of each 
presentation. You may ship your items to the hotel 3 days 
prior to the event. Booth set up is 5 PM to 9 PM, June14th 
and 8AM on June 15th. Booths will be secure in the 
evenings. As a vendor, you get  

�  One 6-foot-table, skirted for both days  
o Additional tables @ $100 each for both 

days 
�  Opportunity to offer coupon in the conference 

program 
�  One business card size advertisement in the 

program.  
o If you would like a larger advertisement, 

add the difference as an additional fee. 
�  One other person may attend your booth  

Fees:  Member $175 plus $300 conference fee = $475 
(Includes dinner) Non-Member $225 plus optional 
conference fees 

2007 Conference Vendor 



      IAAMB Newsletter, Vol. 5, Issue 2, April 2007    15 
 

 
 

Name 

Business Name 

Website URL 

Email 

Phone #                                             Cell #                                     Fax # 

Address 

City 

State/PR 

Zip 

Country 

Is this your first IAAMB conference?    (Circle)       YES           NO  

Special requirements 

 

Silent Auction Item(s) and value(s) 

 

Optional Box lunch each day, $12.50 Both days $25 ( Prices include tax) 
(Circle)   Vegetarian Rollup      Turkey Croissant      Roast Reef on Bulkie Roll    

Includes a bag of chips and a soda or bottled water 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3347 McGregor Lane            Toledo, OH 43623 USA      www.iaamb.org            1-800-903-9350  419-464-8922 

 
Method of payment: (Circle) Check Enclosed $ 
 
Credit Card:  Visa/MasterCard or Discover       $ 
 
Credit card #  
 
Expires ______/______ 3 Digit Security Code _________ 

                           

Member 
Conference Fee 

 
 

$300 

                              
Non Member 
Conference 

 
$350 

 

Membership 
 

 
$90 

Box Lunch            
Friday 

 
$12.50 

 Box Lunch       
Saturday 

 
$12.50 

                                                   
Total 

 

I Am Registering For: 
Two days of conference including mini workshops  

�  Time well spent with vendors 
�  Networking 
�  Friday night Meeting/Dinner/Mixer 

(included in fee) 
�  Group rate Discounts at the Sheraton 

Framingham Hotel  
     

2007 Conference Registration Information 
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International Association of 
Animal Massage & Bodywork 
3347 McGregor Lane 
Toledo, OH  43623 
USA  
800.903.9350 
Outside the US, phone 419.464.8922 
 
 
 
IAAMB Quarterly Newsletter 

IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
Spotlight on: Sarah Meyer, Case Study: Mr. Pinscher, submitted by Lina Rolland, RN 
New Members; New look for the IAAMB website, Chat Room, Legislative updates, 

New Discounts, New Advertisements, New School Calendar. President’s Message & more! 
 

IAAMB Mission Statement  
 

We are a professional community of people 
 who share the goal of providing complementary, loving 

support for animals that extends internationally. 
 

We gentle animal bodyworkers, with confidence and 
compassion, assist others to develop their talents  

by teaching and providing our specific, 
uniquely personal techniques. 

 

See you at the 4th Annual 
IAAMB Educational 

Conference June 15-16, 
2007 Framingham MA. 


